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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco held on Monday, September 21, 2015 at 8:00 pm in the Frank J. DiMicco 

Board Room, Village Hall, and 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

Present:   Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

  Also Present:   Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 

      Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

 Prior to the start of the Village Board Meeting the Mayor and Board conducted 

Informal Planning Board Interviews with Michael Bonforte and John Bainlardi. 

 

Regular Village Board Meeting 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board Meeting and led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment of 

silence so that we may reflect on why we are here and ask for guidance in the decisions that 

we make here this evening that they may benefit all the people of our community.  He also 

asked that we keep in our thoughts and prayers all of the victims of 9/11 during this month 

of September.   

 

1) Communications:  

a. Car Wash fund raising request at the Green Street Fire House from the Fox 

Lane High School Bridges to Community Club. 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by 

Trustee Farber authorizing the Fox Lane High School Bridges to Community Club to hold a 

fundraising car wash on Sunday, October 11, 2015 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm behind the 

Green Street Fire House solely on Village property, in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

B. Grove Street Block Party Request. 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Markus authorizing the residents of Grove Street to hold a Block Party on October 3, 

2015 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm in Flewellyn Park and that the Village provide them with a 

special garbage pickup on Monday, October 5th as detailed in their email from Ms. Lara 

Perkins and Ms. Galia Ferraro, dated September 21, 2015, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

C. Union Hook and Ladder Co. Pig Roast. 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by 

Trustee Farber authorizing the Union Hook and Ladder Company to hold a Pig Roast on 

October 3, 2015 from 8:00 pm to 11:00 pm and that their festivities be solely confined to 

Village owned property directly behind the Green Street Fire House, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

2) Petitions:  None. 

 

3) Board, Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

a. Update on renovations to the Department of Public Works Facility. 

 Village Manager Brancati reported that the Village was at a point where the drawings 

and the bid documents have been completed. We are hoping to get the project bids out this 

week with responses back to the Board in October.   
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Mr. Anthony Oliveri, Consulting Engineer from Dolph Rotfeld Engineering gave an 

update on the changes that were made to the revised drawing of the Department of Public 

Works Facility. 

 

b. Update on road resurfacing and curb cut program. 

Village Manager Brancati stated that the Village has been working to maximize our 

CHIPS money and our State reimbursable Funds to resurface some road and 

sidewalks/curbs in the Village. 

Village Manager Brancati asked Mr. Oliveri to give the Village Board an update on our 

road resurfacing and curb cut program.   

Mr. Anthony Oliveri, Consulting Engineer stated that we do have a list from the 

Highway Department.  We have a contract ready to go out to bid for next week.  We are 

planning on resurfacing the following locations: Gatto, Forest, Rutland, Laurel, Preston Way 

and part of the Justice Court Parking lot.  Mr. Oliveri stated in order for the Village to get its 

CHIPS Funding we need to bring the street crosswalk ramps up to ADA Compliance.   

Mr. Oliveri stated that we have a list of other curb repairs, but they are not part of 

this estimate.  We have gotten separate pricing from our Infrastructure Contractor for 

repairs at Mount Kisco Chase and the Shopper’s Park Parking lot. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that we have to start talking about the drop down curbs and 

the expenses involved in that and the deterioration of curbs because of the home owners 

snow plow work.  There is curbing in some of the older sections of Mount Kisco that are 

completely missing.  I would like to have someone prioritize this work of what’s dangerous 

and what is of importance for drainage purposes. 

Mr. Oliveri replied that we currently have a limited list, but that he could provide the 

Board with a more comprehensive list.   

 

c. Update on Westchester EMS & ALS Services. 

Village Manager Brancati provided the Village Board with an update on the 

Westchester EMS & ALS Service Budget.  The Village of Mount Kisco’s contribution will 

increase from $164,693 to $170,573.  The Finance Department budgeted a 3% increase, so 

there is enough money in our 2015/2016 budget for this increase.   

 

d. Request for an Executive Session to discuss personnel matters and contract 

negotiations. 

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to hold an Executive Session immediately following this meeting to discuss 

personnel matters and contract negotiations; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

5) Board Reports:   

Trustee Grunthal reported on the Byram Lake Committee.  The committee met on 

September 17th and discussed a number of issues that continue to plague the area 

surrounding Byram Lake, fortunately not the water quality.  Mr. Brancati was present and 

the committee asked Mr. Brancati if he could look into the repairs for the sluiceway of 

approximately an additional 1,500 feet.  A question was raised regarding the monitoring of 

the video camera at the lake and it was suggested that perhaps the monitoring be done at 

the filtration plant.  The Committee also asked that Mr. Brancati look at the grading of the 

Byram Lake Road due to erosion of the road.  Monitoring is continuing by the Chazen 

Companies and we expect our next monitoring report in February 2016, but from everything 

we can see the quality of the water is still very high, so we are in good shape on that front. 

Mayor Cindrich suggested that the Westchester County Department of Public Safety 

be contacted regarding the monitoring of the lake and invite them to the next Byram Lake 

Committee Meeting to discuss this issue further. 

 

Trustee Schleimer thanked the Boxwood Alliance and the Northern Westchester 

Hospital who were responsible for putting on the Senior Health Fair at the Boys and Girls 

Club.  It was a great event and I hope that they will make it an annual affair. 

Trustee Schleimer reported that on Friday and Saturday of last week the Mount Kisco 

Seniors held their annual tag sale.  The seniors are very appreciative for all of the support 

they received from the community.  The seniors can now add to a scholarship fund and 

donate more money to charity.   

Trustee Schleimer thanked the Chamber of Commerce for doing such a great job 

with Sales Days. 

Trustee Schleimer spoke about the 5k run it was such a beautiful event and thanked 

the 5K Committee Members for all of their hard work. 

 



Village Board Meeting September 21, 2015 
 Page 3 
 

 Trustee Farber stated what an all-star weekend we enjoyed right here in Mount 

Kisco.  Sales Days was a huge success, sidewalks were packed with neighbors, family and 

friends strolling, shopping, eating, and enjoying great entertainment under clear blue skies 

both Saturday and Sunday.   

 The Second Annual 5K run was a huge success, 455 runners of all ages including one 

woman who was over 80 years old lined up and competed in this now annual event at Kirby 

Plaza.  It was a total community event, as many of us showed up at 6:30 am to volunteer.  

I want to thank Lisa Abzun, Eileen Polise, Kathy Lynch, and Ann McDonald for organizing 

such a very successful event.  So much hard work and coordination goes into making these 

things happen.  The aim was to make a fabulous and memorable event for all of the 

participants as well as the community.  Mission accomplished!   

 I also want to congratulate two of our Volunteer Fire Fighters for a very special 

honor.  Both Fire Chief David Hughes and Captain Thomas Comino were honored as Fire 

Fighters of the Year by the Westchester County Volunteer Firemen’s Association, last 

Thursday evening.  They received this honor for their bravery and leadership in the August 

12th Mount Kisco fire at 540 Main Street.  At the same dinner event Volunteer Fire Fighter 

Bill Stewart was honored for his 25 years of County Service.  Trustee Farber suggested 

bringing in all three volunteers to publicly honor them for these awards.   

 Mayor Cindrich stated that he has already spoken to the Fire Chiefs and we are 

working on inviting them to the second Village Board Meeting in October, which will give us 

some time to plan something special to honor them.   

 Trustee Farber reported that she attended the ribbon cutting for several new 

businesses around town, they were: Kumon Learning Center located at 337 East Main 

Street; the other new business to open is Rise Above Floatation located at 111 East Main 

Street. 

 Trustee Farber noted that the 9/11 ceremony last Friday evening was beautiful.  We 

are so fortunate to have this outstanding memorial given to us by the Volunteer Fire 

Fighters.  The ceremony as always was very moving, reflective, and important for all of us 

to pause as a community, together in strength, to remember those that lost their lives and 

changed our history 14 years ago.  Many thanks go out to Volunteer Fire Fighters Paul Felice 

and Richard Alexander for co-chairing the committee who annually put on this solemn 

event.   

 

 Deputy Mayor Markus echoed the sentiments of Trustee Farber regarding the 9/11 

Ceremony.  He noted that it is always an honor to be at the ceremony.   

 Deputy Mayor Markus announced that Partners in Prevention received their Federal 

grant again this year which will be the fourth year in a row.  Dr. Nan Miller who is the 

coordinator of this program was interviewed on FIOS – 1.  He congratulated them on 

receiving this grant and asked that the FIOS interview with Dr. Miller be posted on the 

Village’s website. 

  

 Mayor Cindrich stated that there is a new store located at 222 Main Street geared 

toward the Jewish religion called the “Aesthetic Sense - Goods for the Soul” it’s a religious 

item store owned by Karen and Jay Schechter, two Mount Kisco Residents.  I hope the 

people of the Village visit the store. 

 Mayor Cindrich spoke about the possibility of developing the North Moger train 

station parking lot for transportion oriented housing. 

The Village Board was unanimously in favor of giving the Village Attorney the 

authority to pull all the deeds of Village owned land in the North Moger Train Station Parking 

Lot.  At the next Village Board meeting the Board would like to have an estimated cost for 

doing a survey of the property. 

Mayor Cindrich reported that we had a Code Committee Meeting with concerned 

residents on such issues as housing, code enforcement, overcrowding, illegal occupancies, 

and Town Court prosecutions.  He was a little disappointed with the meeting, it seemed to 

have morphed into a session regarding the Village’s Website, and other things the Village 

needs to do.  I wanted to really focus on what the meeting was for which was code 

enforcement, housing issues, and illegal occupancies.  Hopefully, we can continue the 

discussion at a future date. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that he attended a meeting at the Northern Westchester 

Hospital.  The umbrella group for the hospital has changed their name, instead of North 

Shore LIJ its now North Well Health.  Northern Westchester Hospital will not be changing 

their name. 

The 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony was a great event once again.  The emphasis as 

usual was on never forgetting.  My emphasis was on never forget the heroics of the 

Firefighters, Police Officers, the EMS workers along with not forgetting the date, what 

happened before the date, along with the 7,000 lives lost in war and the 50,000 people who 

were injured. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that he, Chief Brogan, and Village Manager Brancati attended 

a meeting with the Westchester County Department of Safety to discuss the needs of the 

Community.  I’ve received a proliferation of complaints about commercial vehicles parking 

on the street overnight and also the commercial vehicles parking on the street during the 
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day.  Vehicles are being warehoused on the street.  We have a law on the books that we 

passed a number of years ago regarding commercial vehicles so we discussed having those 

laws enforced.  Along with a whole host of other things including the upcoming budget year 

and the tax cap. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that he had the honor of speaking at Fernando Jobin’s 100th 

Birthday Party.  He presented him with a proclamation, along with a letter from the 

Governor, and proclamations from both David Buchwald and Alan Cole.   

Mayor Cindrich also stated that he did a proclamation for Father Clark of St. Francis 

of Assisi.  He celebrated his 25th Anniversary and his 10th year in Mount Kisco as pastor of 

the parish.   

Mayor Cindrich stated that the 5K Race as Trustee Farber said was absolutely 

wonderful.  It was a community building event and I congratulate all of the coordinators as 

it was a very impressive event. 

Mayor Cindrich stated that he was at a meeting earlier today at Pinecrest Manor and 

they have an unbelievable network of social services where they do more than just house 

people, they take care of people.  It is an exceptional place.   

 

6) Old Business:  

a. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign the CPI-HR Agreement. 

Representatives from CPI-HR made a presentation to the Village Board regarding 

their contract agreement for services. 

The following motion was made by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus authorizing the Village Manager to sign the CPI-HR Agreement in the amount of 

$8,500, with the provision that the Village Manager send a letter to all of our elected 

Federal Representatives expressing the disdain for another unfunded mandate of the 

Affordable Care Act;  

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

b. Resolution adopting the Community Choice Aggregation program. 

Mr. Gordon, Co-Chairman of Sustainable Westchester had a very long discussion with 

the Mayor and Board of Trustees on the proposed local law lasting approximately 45 

minutes.  Please refer to the meeting video on the Village’s website for details. 

Trustee Schleimer stated that while she absolutely supported the goal of reduced 

energy costs for the residents of Mount Kisco, she had two principal reservations about 

going forward with the vote on the proposed local legislation that evening. 

First she ascertained that Mount Kisco would not be foreclosed from joining the program if 

they did not adopt the local law before October 4, 2015.  Mike Gordon of Sustainable 

Westchester indicated that there would be another opportunity perhaps as early as January, 

2016. 

The items raised by Trustee Schleimer were:  1.  Whether the Village Board had provided 

residents with sufficient information about the program so that they would have a chance to 

participate in a public hearing in a meaningful way and provide their concerns and opinions 

to the Village Board before the vote was taken adopting the local law;  and 

2.  The vote should be delayed since it became apparent that some of the other towns had 

made changes to the proposed local law, some of which were significant, and she requested 

the Board to defer the vote until the Village Board had a chance to obtain and review those 

changes.   

A motion was made to approve the local law in its original form. 

 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Markus to authorize the adoption of the local law establishing a Community Choice 

Aggregation (Energy) Program in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco with changes to Proposed 

Local Law Section 4C and 4D from Pound Ridge, and 3B from Croton; All in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   NAY 

 

 The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee Farber 

directing the Village Manager to send out an Email Blast with a series of facts on what the 

Community Choice Aggregation program is all about.  I also want the ability to have a 

contact person which should be somebody in the Village to answer any questions.  I also 

advocate that the fact sheet that we email blast out be placed on the Village’s website; all in 

favor. 
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Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

7) New Business:   

 a. Resolution to declare certain Village Property to be Surplus Property. 

 The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus:  

 Whereas, it has been determined that the Village has no further use of certain 

items(s); and 

 Whereas, the Village Board may determine that these items are surplus property; 

and 

 Whereas, the fair market value, if any, is determined for the surplus property and its 

disposal will be for the common benefit; and 

 Whereas, at the time of surplus item(s), money, if any, will be allocated back to the 

appropriate department; and 

 Whereas, the Village Manager or his designee will oversee the sale of these item(s) 

or other method of disposal. 

 Now, Therefore, be it resolved that the Village Board of the Village/Town of Mount 

Kisco, New York surpluses the following item(s): 

 Police Dept. 2005  Ford Crown Victoria  2FAHP71W86X170230 

 Police Dept. 2008  Ford Crown Victoria 2FAHP71V78X107471 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

 b. Planning Board Appointments. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Markus appointing Michael Bonforte to the unexpired term position on the Planning 

Board (12/17); all in favor.  

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

 The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee Farber 

appointing John Bainlardi to the vacation position on the Planning Board as an Alternate 

Member.  

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Nay 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

 c. Budget Modifications (2). 

 #1 The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer; 

 In connection with the adoption of the fiscal year 2015/2016 budget to approve the 

budget transfer request to cover cost overruns and budget for future expenditure. 

Resolved to Amend the Fiscal Year 2015/2016 Adopted Budget 

 Budget Transfer Request #5237 

 Budget General Fund 

Increase General Fund Appropriations:   Original Modified 

        Budget  Budget 

001-3620-0120  Safety Inspections – Overtime $2,000   $2,500 $4,500 

001-8010-0120  Zoning Board – Overtime  $1,500   $0  $1,500 

001-8020-0120  Planning Board – Overtime $1,000   $  250 $1,250 

 

Decrease General Fund Appropriations: 

001-8020-0402  Planning Board – Steno Services $3,000  $3,500 $  500 

001-8010-0402  Zoning Board – Steno Services   $1,500  $2,250 $ 750 

        $8,500  $8,500 
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Funds are to be transferred within the Building Department account groups.  There is a net 

zero impact to the General Fund. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

 #2 The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer;  

 In connection with the adoption of the fiscal year 2015/2016 budget, to establish 

new account Lifeguard Course Reimbursement in the Memorial Pool Department and 

approve budget transfer request to fund. 

 Resolved to Amend the Fiscal Year 2015/2016 Adopted Budget 

 Budget Transfer Request #5236 

 Budget General Fund 

Increase General Fund Appropriations:   Original Modified 

        Budget  Budget 

001-7142-0411  Recreation Memorial Pool Lifeguard Course Reimbursement   

   $1,400.00 

 

Decrease General Fund Appropriations: 

001-7142.0110 Recreation-Memorial Pool 

   Personnel Services Part time  $120,000 $120,000 

Funds are to be transferred within the Recreation – Memorial Pool Budget.  There is a net 

zero impact to the General Fund. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

d. Proposed Revisions to the Street Opening Permits & Fee Schedule. 

 Village Manager Brancati stated that while the Village has a permit and fee schedule 

for a street opening and sidewalk opening, we don’t have anything that specifically 

addresses the utilities poles.  What we would like to suggest when it comes to utility polls is 

that we would have a fee of $200 where the pole goes through a sidewalk and $100 where 

the poll goes simply into the ground.   

The idea for these proposed revisions is that it provides the Village with an 

opportunity to have a deposit that we could release but in the event that restoration is not 

done properly we would be able to simply take that deposit and do the repairs ourselves. 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Mayor 

Cindrich to table this item for a future discussion, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

8) Bills – 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee Markus 

to pay the bills as presented to the Board, all in favor. 

General Fund     $      84,206.32 

Water Fund           135,070.94 

    Sewer Fund                   72.76 

    Library Fund            14,082.39 

    Capital Fund            21,132.02 

Trust Fund            17,470.00 

    TOTAL   $    272,034.43 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

9)      Approval of Minutes –  

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 14, 2015, all in favor: 
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Motion Adopted 

Mayor J. Michael Cindrich  Aye 

    Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Abstain* 

Trustee Schleimer   Abstain* 

*Absent from the meeting. 

 

10) Non-Local Business:  None. 

 

11) Public Comment:  None. 

 

Meeting closed at 11:30 pm. 

 

 

_______________________________ 

      Edward W. Brancati 

      Village Manager 


